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PRESS RELEASE

21ST September 

Next week, on September 28th, the Development Services Scrutiny committee of Shropshire Council, is holding a meeting to review whether the Cabinet of Shropshire Council was right to accept the bid from Bishop’s Castle Biomass Power Group for the site at Bishop’s Castle Business Park. 

The Bishop’s Castle Group is distributing leaflets, posters and car stickers this week to publicise the meeting. They want to encourage members of the community to attend. They have produced a leaflet to update the public on the latest developments in the controversial plans. They say: “This is the last chance for the community to talk to an elected body of people to try to prevent the biomass burner from going ahead in Bishop’s Castle. We appeal to those who have supported the work of this group, to show the councillors the strength of local opposition to the controversial plant”. 

Secretary of the Group, Paula Middleton, said  “The meeting is an opportunity for everyone to have their say. We want to know why the Cabinet reached their decision in the face of fierce local opposition; it makes a mockery of the democratic process. We want to safeguard the long-term health of our community and we challenge the decision makers to accept full responsibility for their actions.” 

The inspector’s report following the Public Inquiry in March 2009, acknowledges  that “emissions from the process have the potential to affect the health of local residents and people using the nearby cycle park, allotments and footpaths.” (Paragraph 33.)

Next week’s meeting will be chaired by Cllr. Alan Mosley, elected county councilor representing Castlefields and Ditherington in Shrewsbury. Members of the public will be given three minutes each to voice their views on the land on the business park being sold for biomass development. The decision was “called in” for scrutiny by Cllrs Heather Kidd and Nigel Hartin and this means that at the present time, no final decision has been made, according to a letter sent to a member of the public, by Nick Taylor, Assistant Director for Strategy and Development with Shropshire Council.
